Cross-cultural work on moral judgments: Moral intuitions of the Nunamuit Eskimo
Jane D. Student
The goal of carrying out cross-cultural work on moral judgments is to explore the possibility
that despite extensive variation in how people behave in moral situations, there may be
universal principles underlying how people judge moral situations. This general goal emerges
out of an analogy with language, articulated in Marc Hauser’s Moral Minds (1). To date, Hauser
and colleagues have developed methods to explore the psychological mechanisms underlying
people’s moral judgments. Specifically, by creating sets of carefully designed moral dilemmas,
in which pairs of cases systematically pinpoint particular distinctions concerning the causal and
intentional properties of an agent’s actions, we are able to assess which factors mediate our
judgments of right and wrong. This methodology has provided a powerful tool for looking at
the psychological basis of our moral judgments.

Note: Embed images along with the 500 word
project narrative. Image captions should be brief
and will not count towards the 500 word limit.
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Project Budget
Round-trip flight from Fairbanks to Anaktuvuk Pass
Snow Shoes
Lodging and supplies
Total Requested from Sigma Xi
Total Project Budget ($5,000)

1 Pair

$600
$200
$150
$950

Note: Submit your project budget as a separate page in your
proposal upload (just after the 500 word proposal narrative).
Budgets should clearly list items requested, number (if
applicable), and cost. A total amount requested from Sigma
Xi along with an estimated total project budget should be
listed as well.

Budget Justification
Note: Include a budget justification that describes how items
requested will be utilized if it is not clear in the methodology section
of your proposal narrative. Make certain to provide justifications if
the items you request fall under the funding exceptions on the
Guidelines page (under resources)
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